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Introduction 
 

Both the lyrics and the music of “Nations United for Choir 
and Piano” have been written by the composer. He is 
watching the daily news like anyone else and is very 
dumbfounded by, what is going on at the “United Nations”, 
an organization, which should help keeping peace and 
prevent wars. Not only aren’t they succeeding in this – a 
third of the world population is in upheaval – but worse: it 
looks like, that, what the representatives of the many 
nations know best, is to quarrel among themselves. It may 
be human nature, but it also shows, that mankind hasn’t 
yet risen above itself and isn’t not nearly enough matured 
to enter messianic times. 

But nevertheless, already more than 2,700 years ago, 
even in the midst of political troubles, the prophet Isaiah 
kept intensely hoping for better times. He told the people: 

“It will happen in the end of days, that the mountain of the 
LORD's House will be firmly established as the head of the 
mountains, and it will be exalted above the hills; and all 
the nations will stream to it.  

Many peoples will go and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the House of the God of Jacob; 
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that He shall teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His 
paths.’ For from Zion will the Law go forth, and the Word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He will judge among the nations, and will settle the 
arguments of many peoples. They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation will not lift up sword against nation and they will no 
longer study warfare.” (Isaiah 2:2-4) 

The poem the composer wrote was inspired by these Bible 
verses and put in simple modern English. Many people 
are asking themselves and others: ‘What can we do to 
bring true peace into this world?’ The answer, they give 
themselves, is: start by yourself. Only if everyone can love 
and respect his  or her fellow citizen and is willing to hold 
in his or her pride and forfeit his or her self-importance, 
only then we will bring true peace to the world. Only then 
will ‘friend and foe’ be ‘brothers’. 

The choir is singing a simple song, that slowly will reach 
its climax, when the boys choir in a steady crescendo 
sings a slow final chorus over the chorus of the main choir:  

 

‘When peace breaks out and love does sprout!’  
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Nations United 
 

(Chorus) 

What shall we do, when peace breaks out 
and no one ever bothers? 
What shall we do, when love does sprout 
and friend and foe are brothers? 
 

  (Song) 

We’ll gag the guns in every town 
  and flag the snow-white pennons. 
  We’ll take the tanks and melt them down, 
  together with their cannons. 
 

(Chorus) 

What shall we do, when peace breaks out 
and no one ever bothers? 
What shall we do, when love does sprout 
and friend and foe are brothers? 
 

  (Song) 

We’ll plow the plains and sow the seed, 
  to harvest more than plenty. 
  We’ll bring the bread to all in need, 
  in showplace or in shanty. 
 

(Chorus) 

What shall we do, when peace breaks out 
and no one ever bothers? 
What shall we do, when love does sprout 
and friend and foe are brothers? 
 

  (Song) 

We’ll offer as a sacrifice 
  our pride and self-pretension. 
  We’ll make the world a paradise, 
  akin to God’s intention. 
 

(Chorus) 

Yea, that we’ll do, when peace breaks out 
and no one ever bothers! 
Yea, that we’ll do, when love does sprout 
and friend and foe are brothers! 
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