Sermone blando

Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585)
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In sweet speech the angel foretold to the women that the Lord would be seen by all in Galilee.

And as they hurried to tell this to the Apostles, seeing him alive, they kissed the Lord’s feet.

When they learned this, the disciples hurried to Galilee to see the face of the Lord they so desired.

With bright Easter joy the sun beams forth now that the Apostles discern Christ with mortal eye.

Being shown the wounds shining forth in Christ’s flesh, they made known to all people that the Lord had risen.
O Christ, most merciful King, possess our hearts so that the praise we owe you we may return for all time.

We pray in this Easter joy, O Creator of all, that you defend your people against every power of death.

Glory to you, O Lord, who rose from the dead, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, throughout all ages. Amen.

Sources:

polyphony: Thomas Tallis and William Byrd: Cantiones, quce ab argumento sacrce vocantur... (London, 1575), no.16.
plainsong: Hymnorum cum notis Opusculum, secundum insignis ecclesie Sarisburiensis (London, 1525), ff.49-50.
Text: Hymn at Lauds from the Easter Octave to Ascension.

1.9.1-2: autem

All voices, 27: ts D

V.43: redamus

1.66.3: breve

All voices, 65: ts ¢ (apparently indicating a slow tempo relative to the previous signature)



